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At Worship 
 



Sunday Morning January 8, 2023 Eleven O’Clock AM 

 

First Sunday after the Epiphany 

Baptism of Our Lord 
 

The liturgical color today is white. White is the color of purity and is reserved for the 

church’s most important celebrations. Today we remember the events of Christ’s baptism by 

John in the Jordan river, and the model Jesus gave us to follow. 

 

 

THE GREETING Deborah Edwards 

 

THE CHIMING OF THE TRINITY 

 

THE INVOCATION Deborah Edwards 

 

THE PRELUDE Prelude on STEPHANOS Ludwig Lenel 

 The organ prelude is based on the text and tune of hymn 353. 

 

THE CALL TO WORSHIP (Congregation standing as able) Deborah Edwards 

LEADER: Come friends, come if you are weary or ramped up or whether you are 

filled with expectation or uncertainty. Come with laughter or with tears. Come, 

just as you are. Come and worship. 

ALL: We will open our spiritual eyes and ears to see and hear from God.  

LEADER: May we behold the dove of affirmation alighting upon one another and 

hear the voice of God proclaiming that we are the beloved.  

ALL: Claiming us and commissioning us to faithful worship and service. 

LEADER: In the name of the Christ who cleanses us of all unrighteousness and who 

baptizes us with the Holy Spirit. 

ALL: Amen! 

 

THE HYMN OF PRAISE 352 Jesus, Our Lord and King TRENTHAM 
  



THE PSALTER LESSON: Psalm 29 Deborah Edwards 

1Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
2Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor. 3The 

voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over mighty 

waters. 4The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 6He 

makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox. 7The voice of the 

Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the 

Lord shakes the wilderness of Kadesh. 9The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to 

whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in his temple all say, “Glory!” 10The Lord sits 

enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 11May the Lord 

give strength to his people! May the Lord bless his people with peace!  

THE CALL TO CONFESSION Tammy Hight 

 

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION (in unison, following a time of silent confession) 

God of our Baptism, 

    we come to that same river where you were baptized, 

    and we stand next to you, waiting to be washed. 

    But we confess that we often wish to do so 

    without going through the messiness of repentance. 

    We want your grace but act as we did before receiving it. 

    Help us to truly be baptized by your Good News, 

    by hearing it, touching it, tasting it, 

    and then reflecting it as the sunrise over the river’s horizon. 

     

THE ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE PROPHETIC LESSON: Isaiah 42:1-9 Marie Scott White 

1Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I 

have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2He will not cry 

or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3a bruised reed he will not break, 

and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
4He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the earth; and 

the coastlands wait for his teaching.  
5Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 

spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people upon it 

and spirit to those who walk in it: 6I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, I 

have taken you by the hand and kept you; I have given you as a covenant to the 

people, a light to the nations, 7to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the 

prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8I am the 

Lord, that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to idols. 9See, the 

former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring 

forth, I tell you of them. 

 

THE GLORIA 416 WESTMINSTER ABBEY 

 

 

 

 

 



THE GOSPEL LESSON: Matthew 3:1-8, 13-17 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 
2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the 

prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 4Now John wore clothing of 

camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild 

honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the 

region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 

confessing their sins. 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 

baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 

wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance.  

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. 
14John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you 

come to me?” 15But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in 

this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. 16And when Jesus had been 

baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were opened to 

him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17And 

a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 

pleased.” 

 

THE SERMON Why Are We Here? Ronald Cava 

  

THE HYMN 353 Master, We Thy Footsteps Follow STEPHANOS 

 

THE CALL TO PRAYER  Kelsey Leachman 

 

THE MORNING PRAYER AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 

forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the 

power, and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

THE OFFERTORY ANTHEM When Jesus Came to Jordan                      

  F. Mehrtens, arr. Lynn Trapp 

 The offertory anthem is based on the text and tune of hymn 61. 

  



 

AT THE PRESENTATION: THE DOXOLOGY 424 LASST UNS ERFREUEN 

 

THE CALL TO COMMITMENT  Ronald Cava 

 

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE 277 Take My Life, and Let It Be HENDON 

 

THE BENEDICTION  Ronald Cava 
 

THE CHORAL RESPONSE Mark How the Lamb of God’s Self-Offering C. Scholefield 

Grant us, O God, the strength and courage to live the faith our lips declare;  

Bless us in our baptismal calling; Christ’s royal priesthood help us share.  Amen. 
 

-Carl P. Daw 
 

THE ORGAN POSTLUDE                        Postlude on ST. CLEMENT Herbert Grieb 

 

 

 



 

Assisting with worship leadership today are Marie Scott White and Deacon of the Week 

Deborah Edwards.  Sam Cole opens the Bible.  The Crucifer is Christian Bean and the 

acolytes are Henry Hall and Rowan Hall. 

 

The Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Pardon are by Stephen Fearing and used with 

permission. 

 

The flowers that beautify our sanctuary today are given to the glory of God and in loving 

memory of William L. Stark by his family. 

 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry has provided shawls in the narthex. Should you need physical 

warmth or spiritual comfort, please borrow one for today’s service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Opportunities for Worship and Service 

January 8 — January 14 

SUNDAY 

9:15 Pre Sunday School 

Fellowship 

Fellowship Hall 

9:45 Sunday School 

11:00 Morning Worship Sanctuary 

11:00 Previous Sunday’s Worship 

Service Aired  

Spectrum Channel 24 

2:00 PM Same-day Worship Aired WIZS 100.1FM, 1450AM, 

www.wizs.com 

6:00 Youth Meeting Youth Room 

WEDNESDAY 10:00 AM Sacred Reading Via Zoom 

THURSDAY 

10:00 AM Men’s Bible Study  J.O.Y. Classroom 

12:00 PM Sunshine Club Lunch and a Movie at FBC 

7:30 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal  Adult Choir Room 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The First Baptist Church  Henderson, North Carolina 

 
Ronald S. Cava, Senior Minister 

David G. Cole, Interim Minister of Music and Organist 

Kelsey Leachman, Ministerial Intern 

Lindsey Johnson, Administrative Support Coordinator 

Linda O’Brien, Financial Secretary 

Robert Snow, Custodian 

Marion D. Lark, Senior Minister Emeritus 

Philip M. Young, Composer-in-Residence 

Telephone (252) 438-3172 

Fax (252) 438-3710 

www.fbchenderson.net 

fbchurch@fbchenderson.net 


